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discovered them, and the two parties, as if by mutual
agreement, met in the middle of the portage. The battle
which ensued was the most chivalric which is told of in their
traditions. The Odugamies, after seeing the comparatively
small number of the Ojibways, and over confident in the
prowess of their own more numerous warriors, are said to
have requested their allies, the Dakotas, to stand quietly
by, to witness how quickly they would gather the scalps
of the Ojibways.

This request was granted, and the Dakotas retired to an
adjacent eminence, and calmly filling their pipes, they
viewed the conflict as though perfectly unconcerned. The
fight between the warriors of the two contending tribes, is
said to have been fiercely contested, and embellished with
many daring acts of personal valor. The voices of the war
chiefs resounded above the rattle of musketry and yells
of their warriors, as they urged them to stand their
ground, and not turn their backs in flight. In fact the
nature of the ground on which they fought was such, that
retreat was almost impracticable for either party. It was
a mere rugged neck of rock, cut up into deep ravines,
through which the deep and rapid current of the river
forces a narrow passage, and at either end of the portage a
‘sudden embarkation into their frail canoes could not safely
be effected in face of an enemy. There is a wood around
the portage on the land side, inclosing the neck of rock
over which it leads, and only through this could the beaten
party safely retreat. ~Waub-o-jeeg, early in the fight
secured this important point, by sending thither a number
of his warriors.

About midday, after fighting with great desperation, the
Odugamies began to give ground, and they were at last
forced to turn and flee in confusion. They would probably
have been killed and driven into the river to a man, had
not their allies, the Dakotas, arose from their seats at this



